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Living North continues.its house makeover...
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Ma

the makeover, we arive at ow
est challenge — fo tum a smelly, dark and
ﬁ‘;c mess of a room info gomof‘hivg to lift the
spirits, & well a6 wine and other beverages

— the kitehen

Continvin

One of the dictinet dicadvantazes of workiﬂgr
on 3 larger, older hovse i€ not mevely the
Gize of the building, bt quite often, s laovt
In times zone by, ¢taff were the order :}
the day and the kitchen, ingtead of bei
at the jmetwe or hub of the houe, wag
often hidden anvay at the back, comected
to ¢eullerics, store vooms and Servants
nbuar"l'&% Sadlvf the servantc had left many
years Prowou(l'v] and it wag up to v to voll
owr Sleeves up. AS an option, we could have
moved the kitchen to one of the rmphon
rooms of the howe for a Sovth facin acPaJ'
with a view of the den. Given The Ak
(oil fired with oil tank com/onionﬁﬂ in Pfaoo)
drarnaép in ¢ity, tozether with handi? fow
pboard and u-hhh»’ space, we decided P'Ia‘f
¢afe and leave it where it was,

the voom was tived i€ an

tatement — knackered would
be better. Lino wag from the
cemented floor, paint was ffabng from
the damp wallc (three of which weve
exterior walk), the wiiingi% placter wat
loose: in numerous places and the cupboards,
drain board and chelving. were well and
trly pst their sell y dafe. The ‘fobacce’
colowred paint made things look. even worte
and to (_,om‘vound matters, the AGA needed -
a seriows overhad (and, & we later establiched, "'
come. remedial wor‘k) and the windons werve ’
rotten — excellent!

To S the voom was¢ tired

i an vnderstatement —
knackered wovld be better

On the Pl'u-; cide — well let me ¢ee — there's
alwvays one — yet | know, we had, &

a pretty much blank canvas on which fo creafe
a new stylich kitchen and that's eractly what
we et about do'rrg.



Owr fiw;f objective was to the Fl'acc,.
Ag arvonc will know if x?ou‘r’c, n the V"rg}#
mood — ie had a vow with the wife or
a letter from the bank — this can be
done in doubfo-obu'rc,k time. Thi¢ kitchen
proved no o;ocpﬁon. We took ovt the

old cupboards, the draining. unite, a browm
fﬁdga, old shelving and Tt but not leact,
the lino — di%_p; WLC’TJ What were we fof+
with? Well not a ot — a few pipes, the
‘retro' A and 3 vadiator.

Next on the lict was to decide on what to
do with the fleor. The exicti floor was
wneven concvete and had to be levelled
before we could do zm»]fhin . Havi
had experience of \/irfuaﬂb! every ’ruIPc, of
krtchen ffoorrg, all of which had prog and
cons, we o for a coft, honey colowed
limectone from Avco Ilric. Limestone i
brillint, vot only ic it light and warm in
colow, which we ed in this north
facing_ room, it i€ very low maintenance and
dofin:fc,ﬂj the eagiest flooring. we have had
in terms of keeping it clean and I'OOking_
ood. We wed 3 dmaller vertion of the
same. tile behind the AGA to tie the
voom together and, becavse the ACHA wag
g::c, old, they looked lice they had been
ve forever too. On the donmside, onc
mictake we made was not to infroduce
underfloor hoaﬁug_ in the kitehen. Prl"i‘hough
the benefit of continvows heat from
the AG¥ i a help, the floor and voom
5;?1(#3”‘1 would have benefited, at litte
extra cost.

Limestone is brilliant, not only
16 it lizht and warm in colovr,
which we needed in this
north facing voom, it i very
low maintenance and Aofini+ofv,
the eaciest flooring. we have
had in terms of ko&f:ing_ it
clean and fooking_ gpod

The lict of kitchen designere and
manvfactwers in the vegion i€ % long a6 it
i impressive and affer much deliberation
we decided to go with Martin Scarth of
Broomley Fumitwe. We'd worked
with him before and a well &
being_ thorouzhly reliable, he hag
a dc‘,%:on’r Qonéck;ﬂof humowr — gquite
imPor‘farrf when uov've doin any
bvi!ding, work]! What's more, aﬁﬁovg}w
v can choote Some fairi»l d o
the chelf' kitchens from the bizger
chaing, Magnet ete, there's c;omé%m'
QP«,EJJ abouT havin Wowr own kitehen
made. Those ;Pcmaf details — yow choice
of faps, where the bin , how many
drawers, cupboards ete., not to mention
the materiale wed — all make a difference.

The kifchen, although it ion't omall, does
have three doors and two windons, pl
one wall \/Fr'hal'l'»J completely taken wp

the AGW, leavi very [tHe wseable wall
space. The walls were alo in sfluifc, bad



repar. The ¢tone and
plasterwork wag ve
uneven on two of them
and the remaining. wallg
were plasterboard which
wouldn't hold vp amthi
We therefore Zcoeoaﬁn
an unfitted kitchen; pieces of
individual frcogfandiné_ furnitwe
to zive W fl'o;ibili‘fﬁ — Fl'u-g it
avoided having_all the problems
of fi‘H‘mg_ cwboards to weven
walle. Martin ¢ketched ovt a
large larder cupboard and gink. vrun
with ¢pace for a dowle farmhovse
cine and dishwasher. We decided to inchde a larze iland to
provide valuble worktop space, plw Space for a hob and combi oven
beneath and a small <eating. arca, & wall space was at a premivm.

All the wnits are imple and 'cfowlfn?' i ¢tule which uits the natwe
of the room. Martin aléo cketehed a smaller wit to provide cxtra
€+or fﬂr 3554 and the all-important c,oﬁ:c,c, maker! The open
oak ';hclv mnwrmg the breakfast bar and agarn i€ a very veratile
Prcc.o of ?- itwe which we can we anqruhcrc

We decided 1o we the recesses on either Side of the AGA
for the f::?; and freezer % a Iavgg Americon fridze would
have dominated the room and faken wp foo much Space. We could
have tumed them into cupboards but agam, the ctate of vepair

of the walls incide wodd have meant replastering. on a lar,

seale, whilst the fndgg and freezer from AECH Juﬁ‘ clotted in
perfecty

The Impsla granite i from Dwnelm Stone (also knonwn

ymifo'work.f‘opc—dircaf.wm). The mcaéwing_ process i faiy{:r

cm%hffonwd and i¢ all done JE very clever machine. The
a'm+a i then cvt and Juéf avives with the aPProFr'rai'o spaces for

3 ¢ink, hob ete and then placed on top.

The whole look of the kitchen was

k.&fﬂ' farr'l»] §|m’>!e, wing. a mix of ‘country’

furnitwe with a touch of the indvstrial

The ceiling. of the kitchen was plaster between wooden beams
which were Pam’rod blacke. We congidered C,‘h"IPP back the beams
:?- o ingtead

but the wood wndermeath wag not (M:Vi €pcofao
we pam‘f‘od over the whole thing. in C/I'o‘Hod
Cream from Kelly Hoppen af Fired Earth,
which € the colow we wed on the
woodwork. too. It took three coatsl The
placter, which wa falling away in places, had
to be ent back and mpaccd. A -HP heve

— if Hou need a plasterer, 've not
aIwaq; the eagiest Pcaplo to find.




'T_nT and make <wre Hov give them all fhc

qou can, in
one visit — it Saves a ot of hascle on both sices.

We were able to make féwdl the wandow t41 Hr.m%_ ovt the rotten ¢trvtc and
an

rfffx.'rna",_ them, rather ve f"rf'hr? the: whole Zh window. H looked fine
and completely sealed a fairly hefty dravght. We were also able o fru the
chuttere which had been Famfrd i+ to hclp keep valvable heat in. The other
Probl'rm wa the AGA. The flie hadn't been cvvrfvf for years and when we
opered wp the c,himnc.ﬂ we found whole bir: in there. The AGA i an
wwsual colow, no foné.c.-r avallable and a (,fig;hﬁvf odd ¢ize byt now rung beavt if:L'HV]'.

The whole lok of the kitehen wag kept -j-alrfvf Crmpfc uxmj_ a mix of ‘cowtry

fumitwe with a towch of the indutrial The three lar f ctanless ¢teel lizhts
are from lkea. The two drawer dishwasher by Ficher ¢ Paykel a revelation.

H: a»-’ing‘ Two dranwers means one can be on whilkt the other 1§ bel ing_ fll'l'ca'. H
takes vp les space than two dichwachers and the extra drawer i€ often wed
Simply % extra f’f’ul’a.,r, for everyday items quch 3 mugc.

The walls are painted in Ridze Blue from Kevin McCloud's E‘mlluh Falette
from Fired Earth. The AC (hcff and chelving becide the flnk, ae both
handmade by Martin in osk. The oak towel rail and vintaze enamel bucket

are fmm RE, the clock i fmm \.r‘mfaq,f and the Pamh & a limted edition
Seveen print by Swgi &Hamt? The hu59 toacter and red Kitchen Aid mier
ae fmm John Lenrs ¢ are the woven (fcra%: boyes. The ¢tools are alco fwnm
John Lenic's new ¢ ¢ #al'oarva

Kitch n Time

Arco Iris 0191 261 6898

Broomley Furniture Co 01434 682226
www.broomleyfurniture.co.uk

Dunelm Stone 0191 375 7000
www.granite-worktops-direct.co.uk

Fired Earth 0191 221 2661, www.firedearth.co.uk
Fisher & Paykel

www.fisherpaykel.co.uk

lkea

0845 355 1143, www.ikea.com

John Lewis 0191 232 5000, www.johnlewis.co.uk
RE 01434 634567

The Pier 0191 261 9069, www.pier.co.uk

Vintage 01434 604466

Fermanent Licti ”55

The Alternative Flooring Co 01264 335111
www.alternativeflooring.com

Arco Iris 0191 261 6898

Broomley Furniture Co 01434 682226
www.broomleyfurniture.co.uk

Brintons Fine Carpet 01562 748000, www.brintons.net
Matthew Charlton 01434 606177
www.matthewcharlton.com

JB Colman 01434 602770

Cormar Carpets 01204 881234
www.cormar.carpetinfo.co.uk

Crown Paints www.crownpaint.co.uk

Dulux 01753 550555, www.dulux.co.uk

Farrow & Ball 01202 876141, www.farrow-ball.com
5th Avenue Flowers 0191 261 5505, www.5af.com
Fired Earth 0191 221 2661, www.firedearth.co.uk
Focus Paints 0800 436436, www.focusdiy.co.uk
Jackson's of Hexham 01434 602863
www.jacksonsofhexham.co.uk

Karndean International 01386 820100
www.karndean.com

Kersaint Cobb 01675 430430 www.kersaintcobb.co.uk
Hugh Mackay Carpets 0191 378 4444
www.hughmackay.com

Newcastle Lighting Centre 0191 256 7256
www.newcastle-lighting-centre.co.uk

Rest Assured 0870 742 9875, www.rest-assured.co.uk
Roman Ltd 01325 311318, www.roman-showers.com
Sofa Workshop 01443 238699
www.sofaworkshopdirect.co.uk

Stairrods 01207 591176, www.stairrods.co.uk

Storey Carpets 0191 419 3232, www.storeycarpets.co.uk
Thompsons of Prudhoe 01661 832422
www.thompsonsofprudhoe.com
wheredidyoubuythat.com 0800 085 2216
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OVER A KITCH IN TIME MAKE




